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Speaking today at the launch of the Health Information and Quality Authority (HIQA) ‘National Standards for 

Safer Better Healthcare’, held at Dublin’s Mansion House, Fergus Clancy, Chairman of the Independent 

Hospitals Association of Ireland (IHAI), stated:  “The IHAI welcomes today’s launch of the ‘National Standards 

for Safer Better Healthcare’, marking as it does a very significant milestone in the improvement of quality 

and patient safety in the Irish healthcare system. 

The IHAI has played an integral role in the development of the Standards, having participated in the 

Implementation Steering Group arising from the ‘Report of the Commission on Patient Safety & Quality 

Assurance’.   

The IHAI represents the only group of hospitals in Ireland that is accredited by internationally recognised 

accrediting bodies.  This experience and expertise in quality and patient safety means that the IHAI is ideally 

placed to participate and assist in the roll-out of the Standards.  The Association looks forward to HIQA’s 

remit being extended to include the independent sector as soon as possible. 

The IHAI continues to work with HIQA with a view to identifying how members of the independent 

healthcare sector can be included within its remit, particularly as Ireland moves towards a universal system 

of healthcare, where a common regulatory platform is a pre-requisite.” 

ENDS 

For further information, please contact: 

Carl Gibney, Fleishman-Hillard, Tel: 01 618 8428 / 086 045 9555   Email: carl.gibney@fleishmaneurope.com  

About the IHAI 

 

The Independent Hospitals Association of Ireland (IHAI) is the representative group for the independent 

hospital sector in Ireland.  IHAI members operate 21 independent hospitals, almost one-third of the country’s 

hospitals, which provide acute and mental health services throughout Ireland. Each IHAI members is 

accredited by an internationally recognised body, i.e., Joint Commission International, CHKS, or the Mental 

Health Commission. 
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In 2011, IHAI hospitals: 

 Treated over 300,000 patients  

 Offered c.1,000,000 bed nights (1 in every 6 acute beds; 1 in every 5 mental health beds) 

 Conducted c.3,000,000 diagnostic tests 

 Carried out c.65% of all spinal surgeries 

 Carried out c.50% of all open heart surgeries 

 Employed over 8,000 healthcare professionals 

www.independenthospitals.ie 

 

 

 

 

http://www.independenthospitals.ie/

